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‘Dawson schools aim for individual learning

BY ERIN SCHMITT
MESSENGER STAFF WRITER
ESCHMITT@THE-MESSENGER COM

. DAWSON SPRINGS — Individual growth
is the best measure to see how every stu-
dent improves from year-toyear, according
to Dawson Springs Independent Schools
Superintendent Charles Proffitt. :

“We're very studentfocused in Dawson
Springs and we believe there is no bar too
high,” Proffitt said.

With that said, he added, the state has -

" raised education standards on all schools

and districts with the new accountabil- :

ity model, Kentucky Performance Rating for
Educational Progress (K-PREP).
- Dawson Sprinigs has been working
toward exceeding state goals and has-shown
marked improvement over the last year, he
said. However, due to the change to K-PREF,
the progress is not readily reflected in state
‘testing scores. .
For instance, schools are measured dn
160 point scale instead of 140, and there Is
no longer an apprentice and novice catego-
- ries. Instead there is a needs improvement
cafegory, which accounts for 69 percerit of all
school districts, including Dawson Springs.
The district received 57 out of 100 points

and was ranked in the 61st percentile overﬂi ‘

for Kentucky. .

Proffitt said the goal for
next year is to reach profi-
‘cient, with sights set on a
distinguished ranking. He
would also like to see the
state labels the district pro-
gressing each year,

A lot of legwork was
done prior to state testing
scores being released, so
parents and board mem-

Ders would understand the
Znew accountability model, _
“Proffitt said. -

s Dawson Springs Ele-
#mentary received 58.3
cpoints and was ranked in
“dhe 53rd percentile. It falls
‘n the needs improvement
~category.

i The elementary school
iperformed much better
ithan last year, though it’s
‘hot apparent by compar- -
:ing the previous year’s test
sscores. Proffitt said a more
iaccurate measurement is
Jooking at the rankings for

- “both vears.

=

7 “Last year our elemen-

- Yary was in the lower quad-

‘rant of those rankings,” he
:said. “This year they are
rightin the middle, That
-shows they have improved.
sNext year we're going to
“look to be in the top quad-
-rant of those eléfn
“scores.” = .
* The midd
-pategorized;

and second highest in the
region. ~ <.

- 'The high scheol didn’t
fare as-well, Proffitt said,
bt that's iti part because
of the calculated gradua-
tionrate. - .

As ‘a smaller high
school, Dawson Springs is
- at'a disadvantage when it
comes to graduation rates.

Just one student leaving

can negatively imipact the
graduation rate uite a bit,

he said. .

Graduation rates are
calculated by taking the
number of freshmen and
‘sophomore students and
averaging with how many
of those students gradu-
ated from the same high
school. It doesn’t take into
consideration if a student
left the school and gradu-
ated elsewhere.

“For us being a small
school district, we lose a
student, even if it's to Hop-
kins or Caldwell counties,
that really hurts our grady-
ation: rate,” Proffitt said.

Beginning with next
school year, the state is "

switching to a cohort
model, which will take into
account if a student gradu-
ates from any high school,
not just the one he or.she
attended as a freshman
and-sophiomore, = - i
Dawson Springs Hjgh
School.scored. 53.6 points
and” was ranked in the
43rd percentile; which falls
under needs improvement.
- Out of the five compo-

. -nents school districts are
- - ineasure

d on,

“Our goal is to tak
a student from wherever

they are and to create step-

ping stones for them in
their education that they
can grow and be college
‘and career-ready,” the
superintendent said, '

In the past, -0nce a
student reached distin-
guished, there wasn’t fur-
ther advancement expecta-
tions from the state, Prof-
fitt said. Under K-PREP,
each student, regardless
if they are needs improve-
ment or distinguished
should show growth from
year to year. .

“That's part of the rea-
son why there is no bar too
high,” he said. “We want to
not just move them into a
category, but beyond.”

Being college and
career ready is also a com-
ponent of K-PREP
. The state has been
pushing for schools to
offer more AP courses.
Dawson. students may
take Esglish1, English 2
and technology ready AP
courses,

" Collége and Murrdy Stite,

~would be in the b
“est of the stude

Dawson is looking at
adding more dual-credit
AP courses, he said. The
district is in talks with
Madisonville Community

. Proffitt said duel ¢

O1. 1 } Si'-'th
only:could‘they earn AP
credit, but they would also
earn dual credit hours that !
would count toward col-
lege. SRS

Dawson is analyzing not
just how a student does
overall on testing, but is
looking at each.skill set-to

- make sure they are up to.

par, he said. “R& ediation

courses are then devel-,
oped based on students’

- _ individualnegds:
best measure. o

“We-want it to be in the

- specific skills that the child -

was weak i, Pioffitt said.
“That way it's not a waste
~of their time and they’re
seeing the need for it.”
This is done at every
grade level, from high

school to.clementary.
“Evgrything we're
addfessing is student-
focused,”*he said. “In
the past'we said student-
focused, but we were still
thinking a group of stu-
dents. Now:it’s the indi-
vidual student. There is no
reason why every child is
notadvancing.” .




The Mot Eoglt W\\\%stﬁ,w ¥ iz w212

- Poor test-scores and whatcan

-abeutseine soul searching atMon--

day night’s‘meéting of the Letcher
_Co{nnngsrlg-l'lea;d.o%%%ucgtion;‘ Frus- -
‘trated-board members think stu-
dents have the petential — with
proper help from teachers -and
adminisirators — to excelathigher .
levels thap the test scores show., .

" "When the results of Kentucky’s

new academic achievementtesting

system were released egrier this
smonth, the Letcher County school
_system ranked 152 of 174 school

“districts ins-the state, AlL but one of
the county’s 15-elementary; middle
;and high schools werepliced in the
- -Needs Iniprovement” category.
- Fleming-Neon Middle:8chool wag
the loneisuccess.story, rapking :'g
profitfent™: .
.. Thesubjectofthe LetcherCoun-
~ty schoels’ performance oh the
entucky.Performance Rating for
Bducational Progress tests, which
replaced:the Commonwealth Ac-
countability Testing System that

.had been inplace since 1990. came .

after the district’s ditec-:
tar of assessment and ac-

“countability, 'Iaqldg:_(_:olh_ns', ,

reported to. the board on a

meetitig of principals-and .

“leadership teams” and.

their plans to improve stu-
dent achievement, ~ - -
. “Alinost every single

“s¢hool came up with the

“same problems,” said Col-

. Yins. “They wanted some

yery dctive and purpgseful

. student engagernent. ’Ihe{

‘want kids doing the wor
instead of teachers. Many

.of them thought we needto
teach our children to criti-
‘cally think. We are notjitdg-

" ing individual teachers; we -
are looking atitas an entire
school” - o

-, “ did not get up.on the
wrong side of the bed so
don’t get me wrong,” replied.
Board Member Sam Quillen
Jr.,, a Neon dentist. “I have
heard this report before.
‘have heard this for-several
wvears. ahd it does not seem
i(j.ke it is- working. We were
-told a few years ago that
we as a board could start
seeing improvements. We
‘as a board were/told, if 1
am not mistaken; that we
were going to be working
with teachers who rottinely
scored low in their {stu-
‘dent’s achievement tests)
and we would know who

they are they would be of-
fered help to try to bring

- those test scores up”
“I'd like tosee that,” Quil-

" len continued. “If we have ~

‘people not doing their job

in this district semester after .

semester, year after year —
and I know I will probably
make people mad by saying
this, but I think that is our

job - I.would like to know -

who they are and what is
- being done aboutitand why
we have kids who are not

" doingas well as-they should-

be in Letcher County. -

“ *Fm sorry if I have
‘stepped on-any toes. T may
have, butIhrave been sittin
in this seata long time 4n,
hearingthe réports. ltseems
like sometimies-it is repeti-

tive on things I'have heard
before, but vet we are not

doing what we should .be
doing and not.seeing the

- résults in the classroom,”

‘Remarkinig-on what he*
sees as the need for more
accountability from teach-
ers and administrators,
Board Member John Spicer
of Seco said, “I never had
a job in my life.] cauld be
complacent ini. [would have
already gotten fired many

- tithes)

- Statewide, more than

- two-thirds of the schools
and districts are in the -
- “needs improvement” cat-

* egory — a statistic Kentucky

Education Commissioner
Terry Holliday said should
not be seen as “an indicator
of failure’”

Letcher Schools Super-

intepdent Anna Craft said
she has never seen the dis-

trict's teachers "work as
hard as they are working” .

Craft said that during the
week after the test scores
were released on November
2, “everybody was kind of
angry. I said, “You are going
to be out there a minimum
of three days a week all day
long. You are going to work

“with the pringipal; you are

going to work with the stafl”

While acknowledging
that if teachers and ad-
mhiristrators “don't get our
studentachievement up we
are not doing our job,” she
also pointed out that em-
ployees are “workinglonger
hours” without receiving

ard members

.any sigpificant pay raise in

a number of yearsi

- “This board has given
them a one-percentrajse in

six-years said Craft; “They

. have had no raise and they
are asked to dé-more and

more, We'have had 1§ peo-

ple retire this past year- We

already know a ‘gob™who
aie going to refire this year.

The pool of teachers apply-.

ing apywhere in the state is
going down, down, down.
I don’t think we thank our
teachers enpugh. T don’t
think we give them enough
credit. They are missionar-
ies. They are not in it for the

money.. I can tell you that. .

Teachers love their children:
Aides lave them (too).”
Craft said that Fleming-

Neon Middle School did -

well on the testing “because

they worked hard {and}”
puile

d together” She said
otherschoolsworkedequal-

Iy as hard, but just couldn’t -

achieve the same results.

“Some of ouf other
schools, they were devastat-,

ed,” she said. “Theyworked
as hard: They made gains,

but they didn’t make the
total gains. We're searching
for answers. We are trying to
provide alithe help we can.”
- 'Collins, the assessment
and accountability director,
said teachers and admin-
istrators “need io get the
children more involved” if

_ testscordésaretogoup.. -

“We've got people who
are working so hard who
have that love for chitdren,”
Collins said. “Welre just
trying to redirect them (chil-
dren) in the right direction.
if I do all the work for you
{(a student) and give you
all the answers, | am not
teaching you how to be a
productive citizen outside
the classroom” ™ . |

“If you find yourselfin a
hole, guit digging,” replied
Quillen. “Sometimes I get
frustrated when | see that
our kids aren’t doing as
well as other kids. I'm not
saying that we are digging,
but sometimes you need to

" stop digging and figure out

what is happening”

Quillen concluded: “I-
Jknowyou are working hard.

I know our teachers are
working hard. We've got
to do something to turn it

around. I think that js what
we want as a board, {that)
every school be proficient
or getting pretty dagburn
close toit. [fwe are satisfied
or complacent with whatis. .
going on then we are not
doing ourjob!

“This board sets its goals
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 When the state announced schoel, enking fﬁﬁﬁd‘e’eﬁm&m n
“the first scoresin its new tﬂSt ' the 13 percentile, but that is misleading
model last month, Southside - _ ’i’ﬁﬁ o, 7 Tenked sgainst

" ranked near the bottom. Bit ey st and covenfirgade dascs
* with some time to mvestlgate ficient classified school. The sclfool was % '
thee scores, district officials are Clompified 24 Hogus. Schm;mf;“a,‘fegfs |
working to push students and  calogories (ethnicity, froe and reduoed Linch,

E teachersto improve the scores;

By TODD MARTIN _
. SentmelNews Staff Writer

’ tmartm@sentmelnews gom S

About one- month removed from the

state’s announced scores in ‘the first year -

ﬁfmﬁuﬂaﬁmn;mm . fortbedlshlct“BLttwevea]readystarfedto -
o their more clearly : putfhmgsmplaoetoworkonlt.” '
understandy sovmera]I$ . MY ... With the niew test. came new lovels of
a little better: than' the ‘raiddie ofﬂlepack ' ngor&lats{:udmtswemaskedtoleam,and
‘ Smith said Southside missed the goals. :
Staﬁe‘ﬁ‘g}?lmgmptheﬁﬁm e oy : “Wehavesevemlthmgswevestartedto' -
eared mﬁ‘ei“enp dam e look at,” she said, “including instruction. Are -

state. -

T i ' - to master the new standards? .
s Sy By i o 1
the: most eye-opéening results. - R 5__goegldeeperanddeeperufcothes;endands
* " Although three of the district’s four ; © unusually thh ntimber of stidents

highest performing schools were elementary
schools, Southside was the:, lowest-performing see SOUTHSIDE on page A9

spemaleducatmnandhmﬁedEnghshpmﬁ :
.mency)weretoofarﬁomthestudentpopu

lation score based on a formula; .
. SCPS Superintendent James. Neikof
the score as “smpnmng’ when it
came out. . -

" “Overall, 'the score ohwously was not -

Whatwewanfed, saldhsaSmﬂ:b,deputy

- superintendent and. chief. academic officer

ourteachezsmeehngtheneedsforsmdenis

e Southsme SR

contmued from- page Al o
soormg apprentlce at; Souths1de whlch,ls

on a scale of novice, apprentice, proﬁment -

and distinguished” levels

Among elementary- schools, ‘scores~

were provided in reading and math Hor
third .grade, and reading,  math, science
- and language mechamesmfourthgr
and reading, math, social studies.
"writing in fifth ade

_in five of the 10 categones -and. novice

was the highest percentage in four other __;:_‘:

categories, -

To help advance thiose students one -
or more lévels to proficiént and distin-
guished, Smith said the district is trying -

to find what works and mco:porate that
concept at all the schools -

““One thing we're trying to do is u'ack
the scires down to each individual child

and see ‘exactly where that Chlld is striag:’

gling,” she said.

“Another, thing we're TE domg, Wluch""‘
we started on this summer, is writing -
common uruj:s and assessments, That‘

~ way there is continuity across the d18-

tnet And.at Southslde especlally

:t;[oﬁ can allow tedchers to focus” thé
- work outs1de of homeroom .on math '

At Southmde, the percentage of Sk _ssclence:”

dents scoring- apprentics ‘was the- highest.

nd’

. “That: way a teacher ¢an mbently fecus
"-on'oné set of standards, allowmg them to:

es. fou.r and five, we've starte
k on departmentahzatlom
Sm1th desmbed that as

: jand readmg, usmg departmen" '

understand that set better,” she said. - .-
Both Painted ‘Stone: and: ‘Wri

. Elementary schools, Smith said, ilg.}.se, - ;
-othér. elasses and with- other teachers-t6°

. try and see what has’ been suwessful in
~ their classrooms.”

*-.'-departmentalmatlon Wlth fourth- and
-'ﬁﬂ:h—grade classes. -

Simith: gaid teachers and administra-

\-—tors already are startmg to see some.
_r&mlts but this- process is.goihg to takef

There is. certainly a sénsé

; tinue to'i improve.

“This. was a benchmarle year, the ﬁ!'st
year of these tests. Wlth the old aewunt—

: abﬂlty ‘standards, we oould use. MAP_ -
'[Meesur_ea of Academm Progress]. o

'she. said. ar ‘omethmg or so'

see Southside and il of our schools eun— -hit
‘ * to- make. sure our students display a
: mastery of the standards at the level

o “Were learnmg niore f 7‘

sltmg‘:':. '

‘But what will be most mportant is

_-gettmg students, at Southside and the .
rest,_of‘_the schools in’ the d18tr1ct to eon- !

mtended »




Parents brace for results of new tests
JCPS mailing first scores under higher standards

By Antoinette Konz

" akonz@courier-journal.com
The Courier-Journal
12/2/12

The parents of nearly 57,000 Jefferson County students will find out this week just how well their children stack up
academically with the rest of Kentucky —and some may not like what they learn.

Jefferson County Public Schools is mailing out individual performance reports on Kentucky's rigorous new statewide
tests for students in third through eighth, 10th and 11th grades.

Last month, Kentucky released results for schools and districts in its new Unbridled Learning testing system, which
showed that the state’s raised academic standards took an expected toll on reading and math proficiency rates.
Educators are warning parents that their children’s scores also may be lower than they expect.

“The bar has been raised,” said Erica Thompson, Jefferson County’s district assessment coordinator. “A child who scored
proficient before may now score apprentice or novice. We are asking parents to look over their child’s report, but also
keep in mind that this is only one indication as to how well students are doing.” District-wide, about 42 percent of JCPS
elementary students, 38 percent of middle-schoolers and 51 percent of high-schoolers scored proficient or better in
reading. That's a significant drop from last year, when proficiency levels for all three, under less rigorous standards,
ranged from 60 to 70 percent. Math proficiency rates in the new system also were lower, ranging from 33 to 46 percent,
depending on the grade level, compared with 52 to 63 percent proficiency last year. Officials have cautioned against
comparing this year’s scores directly with those of past years, since the testing standards have changed. And while math
and reading scores may be lower, officials say science and social studies results should be in line with previous years,
because the content has not changed in those subjects. The results being mailed to parents this week involve the
Kentucky Performance Rating for Educational Progress (KPREP) test that third- through eighth-graders, sophomores
and juniors took last spring. The test featured questions that allow individual students to compare their results with
their peers. That wasn't possible with previous state tests.

A -different look, more information

The report parénts receive in the mail will look different than in yeérs past — a move by the state to simplify results that
had been confusing to parents.

“These student reports are much more user-friendly,” says Harrie Buecker, the former superintendent of Franklin
County Schools who now works in the College of Education at the University of Louisville.

“You will now be looking at your child’s growth over a period of time,” Buecker said. “In the past, you just received a
proficiency number and performance level, and that didn’t really tell you a whole lot in terms of what they need.”
Thompson said she thinks people will like the new format, which also allows parents to compare their child’s
performance to the average scores for students in their school, in their district and across the state. “You will have three
points of comparison for looking at your child’s score on the front page of the report,” Thompson said. In addition, on the
second page of the report, parents will be able to see their child’s national percentile ranking — something not available
‘before. “It is designed to show how their child did compared to other kids of the same grade at the same time the test
was taken,” Thompson said. “ The same set of questions were presented to kids nationwide.”

JCPS principals have had online access to the individual student reports for about a month and say they are ready to help
explain the results to parents and work on a plan to help children improve. “We've been preparing our parents for the
last several weeks, especially our fifth-grade parents because a lot of middle schools — especially the magnet schools —
will look at the results,” said Angela Hosch, principal at Portland Elementary School.

MORE




Working with students

Hosch said she and her staff have already started using the test results to tailor education to each student’s needs. “I tell
my teachers that it's almost like a triage,” she said. “You look at the immediate need, group them together with others
who share similar needs and then provide them with the appropriate instruction they need to heal and get where they
need to be. And now that our parents will know what the results are, they can help us.” Many parents say they are
anxious to see the results.

“There has been a lot of buildup to this year's test scores and I just want to know how he did,” said Loretta Smith, whose
grandson attends Crosby Middle School in Middletown. “It seems to me that parents should have these results a lot
sooner — half of the school year is almost over, and we are now getting results from tests they took in May.”

District officials said it took them a few weeks to get individual results from the state and run them through a series of
quality-control checkpoints to ensure the correct scores go to the right homes.

In addition, JCPS is paying United Mail $35,000 to merge test reports with student address files, put the reports in
envelopes and mail them to parents.

“It is very time-consuming for confidentiality purposes,” Thompson said. “We have to ensure the right scores go to the
right homes.” :

Last year, thousands of scores for the eighth-grade EXPLORE test were delivered to wrong addresses, raising privacy
concerns.

State officials acknowledge that the new testing system delayed getting results to schools and school districts this year,
but that should not be the case in years to come, said Lisa Gross, a spokesperson for the Kentucky Department of
Education. “Our goal is to get the results to school districts prior to the start of the school year,” Gross said. -

Raising academic standards

The new testing system is a key component of Senate Bill 1, enacted in 2009 by the Kentucky General Assembly, which
mandated a new public school assessment and accountability program beginning with the 2011-12 school year. The law
also called for more rigorous academic standards aimed at having students develop a deeper understanding of concepts,
and not just the ahility to regurgitate facts or formulas.

Kentucky schools responded by adopting Common Core Standards in reading and math, which are designed to be more
rigorous and better aligned with college coursework and 21st-century workplace skills. Kentucky was the first to adopt
those standards; since then, 46 other states have followed suit. The new standards were first taught last school year, and
Kentucky was the first to test them last spring.

“We expected that with the higher standards, a lot of our students would not be proficient,” said JCPS Superintendent
Donna Hargens. “Any time you raise the bar, the initial results are going to be lower than they were before.

“We are prepared for these results and are ready to use this new data to provide more support for our students and help
them succeed.”

Reach reporter Antoinette Konz at 502-582-4232 or@tkonz on Twitter.

" MORE




Q&A: What has changed with Ky.’s new test system?

By Antoinette Konz
akonz@courier-journal.com

The Courier-Journal

Here are some questions and answers
" about the new testing system.

QUESTION: What's new about this
year’s test scores?

ANSWER: For the first time, Kentucky
will report data for the new Unbridled
Learning accountability model.

Q: Why is there a new system?

A: Senate Bill 1, enacted in 2009 by the
state legislature, eliminated the
Commonwealth Accountability Testing
System and called for a new testing
and measurement system, plus new
-academic standards in core subjects.
Kentucky adopted the Common Core
Standards in reading and math in
2010, with students first tested on
them last spring.

Q: What are Common Core
Standards?

A: These standards aim to provide a
consistent, clear understanding of
what students are expected to learn.
The standards are designed to be
challenging and relevant to the real
world, reflecting the knowledge and
skills that students need for success in
college and careers.

Q: What happened to
No Child Left Behind?

A: Since the federal No Child Left
Behind Act was passed in 2001,
schools and districts received two
“scores” — one for CATS and one for
NCLB. In September 2011, the U.S.
Department of Education announced
that states could apply for a waiver
from No Child Left Behind and develop

their own accountability standards.
Kentucky was granted a waiver, which
means public schools and districts
now receive just one score.

Q: What happened to
AYP?

A: Adequate yearly progress was the
measure used under No Child Left
Behind to determine whether schools
were meeting academic standards.
Schools that made AYP weren't subject
to consequences such as allowing
students to transfer to better-
performing schools or school
overhauls. In the new system, each
school and district will instead have an
“annual measurable objective” that is
based on a 100-point scale. Because
this is the first year of the test, schools
and districts won't have an AMO until
next year. -

Q: Can the new test scores and
accountability measures be
compared to previous years’ tests?

A: No. Kentucky adopted new
standards in reading and math, and the
tests for those subjects cover different
items and are more challenging. The
accountability labels are also different
from those in the past.

Q: How can 1 get a copy of test scores
for my child or his school?

A: The Courier-Journal has posted the
results for every school in every
district at www.courier-journal.
com/schoolresults. JCPS is sending out
individual reports to parents this
week; parents may also go to their
child’s school and request copies of the
results. '

Q: What do these scores mean for
my child?

A: Unbridled Learning is designed to
judge individual schools, not '
individual students. However, the
results are designed to let a parent
know if a child is ready for college ora
career as early as third grade. Parents
may use these results to compare their
child’s progress against the school’s.
They can also use the results as one
indicator — along with class work,
other test scares and teacher and
home observations — of their child’s
progress.

Q: Are there specific results parents
should pay particular attention to?

A: Officials say parents should look not
just at how their child scored, but at
how the district and state and other
schools scored. Because this is a new
test and the standards are higher, it is
likely that some children who
previously scored proficient will score
lower this year. Officials are urging
parents not to panic and saying that
the results will get better.

Q: How can I help my child’s school
do better?

A: Ask your child’s teacher or principal
what efforts the school has undertaken
to improve. Ask what you can do to
help the school reach its goals. That
may include helping at the school or
doing activities at home with your
child.

Reach reporter Antoinette Konz at 582-
4232 or@tkonz on Twitter.




Better K-12 schools helping postsecondary efforts

- Courier-Journal 12/4/12

The Courier Journal’s front-page article entitled, “Louisville’s 55,000 college-degree effort hits hurdle,” has prompted this
set of observations.

First, do not despair. This effort by the political, education, business and philanthropic leadership in the community is
exactly the right thing to do, and annual fluctuations in population and attainment levels are less important than
developing foundational activities vital to long-term success. The good news is that these activities are starting to
emerge.

Second, the data we regularly track here at the Council on Postsecondary Education provide convincing evidence that
success in higher education is highly dependent on the success of students in K-12. To that end, the implementation of
Senate Bill 1 (2009), which is driving the adoption of our new Common Core Standards, is starting to bear promising
fruit. This effort has brought about a long overdue alignment between what children are learning in K-12 and what they
need to know to be successful in credit-generating college courses. Previously, this lack of alignment led to nearly half of
all students entering our colleges and universities being required to take remedial courses, Graduation rates for these
students are half the rate of students who enter college ready to take credit-generating courses.

In the first year of reported results, State Education Commissioner Terry Holliday announced that the proportion of high
school seniors graduating “college ready,” as determined by examinations used by all of our colleges and universities,
rose an astonishing 9 percent in a single year. This year-over-year improvement is a testament to the new standards and
to our teachers, principals, superintendents and collegiate faculty who have been working collaboratively with
Commissioner Holliday for the last three years to implement the changes directed by Senate Bill 1. As this process
unfolds in the years ahead, there is every reason to believe we will see significant improvement in the proportion of
students graduating high school who are college and career ready.

Third, there is a clear understanding within the community’s leadership that having a high-performing public school
system will create the dual benefits of: 1) making the community that much more attractive to prospective employers
and employees considering Kentucky as a place to locate; and 2) creating the intellectual foundation within our own
young people to allow them to succeed in postsecondary education, whether at a community and technical college or at a
four-year institution. Achievement of this second element enhances the attractiveness of the community through our
ability to promote Louisville as having one of the best educated, best trained workforces in the nation.

We have much to do and much improvement to make. But the seeds recently planted are establishing the sturdy root
system necessary to support a healthy, robust educational system. Stay the course.

ROBERT L. KING
Frankfort, Ky. 40601

Robert L. King is the president of the Kentuéky Council on Postsecondary Education,




State education officials defend test goals to board
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LOUISVILLE — Some Kentucky board of education members asked Wednesday whether the goals set by the state are high
enough to lift up low-performing schools.

Since test scores were released in November, critics have questloned why low-performing schools only have to move up one
point next year to be considered improving. -

"If you start at 38, you're still a long way from 100," said member Roger Marcum. "Is that a significant enough progress for a
school that's low in achieving?" :

But Commissioner of Education Terry Holliday chided board members, saying the new assessments evaluate schools on
several factors to determine success. That differs from the No Child Left Behind Law, from which the state received a waiver.
He also said the one-point goal is reasonable,

Holliday said if half of the schools meet the one-point goal next year and half don't, then "we want to keep one. We won't
know until we get that data."

Under the new assessments, schools are classified as distinguished, proficient and needs improvement. The 2012 data showed
8399 Kentucky elementary, middle and high schools needed improvement, 260 were proficient and 137 were distinguished.

Associate commissioner Ken Draut stressed that the one-point goal was a secondary consideration, and that the No. 1 priority
for low-performing schools is to reach proficiency. "If you achieve it, you get the label called 'progressing,”™ Draut said.

Marcum said he's concerned about the public perception of the one-point goal, saying if a low-performing school meets that
goal, "that can tend to make them think everything's OK here ... when the school is low-achieving."

Craut said a panel of experts has ca!led the goal appropriate. As late as Tuesday, he said, officials consulted with the National
Technical Advisory Panel on Assessment and Accountability, a state-mandated three-person panel that advises on education
testing and measurement issues.

"But what they advised was you really need to stay the course a year or two to see what happens and how does this grow?"
he said.

In other business, Education Department staff said goals are set to:

m Increase the percentage of children ready for kindergarten from 28.1 percent this year to 64.1 percent in 2015-2016;

m Increase the average combined reading and math scores for elementary and middle school students on the Kentucky
Performance Rating for Educational Progress tests from 44 percent this year to 72 percent in 2017;

& Increase the average combined reading and math scores for third-grade students on the KPREP tests from 46.1 percent in
2012 to 73.1 percent in 2017.

Board member Brigitte Ramsey questioned whether new kindergarten-readiness measures used in a pilot program this year
were sufficient because they tested only cognitive abilities. The tests are expected to be implemented statewide next year.

Ramsey said the state should also include a social and emotional component in the testing.

But Holliday said those questions are more appropriate for the Governor's Task Force on Early Childhood Development and
Education. He said the department's interest was in "how far behind our kids are in cognitive development.”




